
NEWSLETTER No. 3-09

Chairman�s Chatter
(by Ken Satterthwaite)

Well here I am again and the year is speeding past. I�m sure when one 
retires months are excluded off our calendar and put onto those who are at work. 
Work!! Some of us may say, what is that?  Others will say, we do not know now 
how we had time to work!!  �That�s Life� Frank Sinatra would sing. But enough 
of my frivolity.

It has been a quiet period for some of us regarding the 2010 reunion, but 
things are shaping up well, which Peter will enlighten you on, further in this 
newsletter, but I am led to believe that bookings are going well.

Regarding the church service and parade on the Sunday Morning, this is 
going to happen at the Church in the Dockyard, subject to the weather.  Full 
details will be promulgated when known nearer the time.

With regards to the J�ssingfjord Boards, they are being presented to the 
Royal Naval Museum and they are graciously bearing the cost of transport from 
Oban to Portsmouth, which we are pleased about. They are planned to be on 
display at the reunion when the official presentation will be made.

The Diorama has been completed and it is in my possession.  The maker, 
as I told you previously, does not want any payment only a donation to the 
RNLI, we the committee are proposing a sum of �250, which will be tabled at 
the meeting.  I am of the opinion that the Diorama is well worth that sum of 
money.

Unfortunately, or from your point of view it maybe fortunately, I have 
very little to say in this chatter. So all it leaves me to say is, I hope your year is 
going well as it is for us.

�The best part of our lives is counting on what is to come� William Hazlitt 
1826.
_______________________________________________________

Membership Matters

Report by the Membership Secretary

The membership situation as at 19th September 2009 was as follows:



Paid-up membership 211
Outstanding membership payments 14 (3 Full members, 11 

Associates)

Lost since 1st May 9 (4 Full members, 1 Life 
member & 4 Associates).   Of 
these, 4 Passed over the Bar, 
4 declined to renew for ill-
health or personal reasons.   
One from whom mail was 
returned unknown.

Gained since 1st May 6 (2 Full members, 4 Associates).

Some membership payments due on 1st May remain outstanding, despite 
follow-up letters or e-mail on 1st August.   One more final trawl will be made in 
October (we hate to lose members!).   Of course difficulties arise with ill-health, 
moving house, etc bit it would be appreciated if members who do not wish to 
continue would advise us.

Everyone will notice the gradually diminishing numbers so any individual 
efforts to gather in new members would be very useful.

Obituaries for those who have passed over the bar since our last newsletter are 
given below.

OBITUARIES

M.B. Avory

Maurice Avory, an Associate Member since 1995 died on 13th June 
2009.   He was the younger brother of Stoker 1st Class L.S. Avory who 
perished when Cossack (L03) was sunk in October 1941.

We were only notified by e-mail in August after the Membership 
Secretary sent a subs reminder.



Shipmate D.L. Morris

David Morris who died on 9th March 2009, served in D57 as a Stoker 
Mechanic for the 1954 - 1956 commission.

The last newsletter was returned in July marked �No longer at this 
address� and an e-mail in August confirmed that he had died.

Peggy Larken

It was only last year that we were celebrating the 100th birthday of 
Mrs. Elizabeth Larken, better known to many of us as Peggy.   It was very sad 
therefore to get a phone call from her son to tell us that she had died on the 
17th June, aged 101. 

The widow of Captain E.L.T. Larken, OBE, RN, she had been an 
Associate Member since 1996.   Captain Larken was of course the skipper of 
D57 and Captain (D) 8th Destroyer Squadron 1955-56.

Sincere sympathies and condolences were given to her son on behalf of 
the President and members of the Association.

Shipmate D.G. Broom

.Another of our L03 comrades has left us.   The following was received 
from his son, also David:

On Monday the 10th of August David passed peacefully over
the bar.......at the age of 86, after the cremation his ashes will be 
spread on the waters of Christchurch Harbour, There to rejoin his 
beloved wife Audrey, who went ahead of him in 1991.

Due to the break up of his parents marriage, he was sent to 
HMS Ganges.....His letters home to his grand parents reveal that he 
enjoyed the boat work and the Naval life
with it's rewards for his achievements " Grandma, I am now the 
Button Boy and for that you get a whole bar of chocolate!..."

In War and Peace He rose through the ranks to Commissioned 
Gunner.......He resigned from the navy it 1951, after the birth of my 
sister Gale ( Yes, that's the way HE insisted it should spelt! despite 
the registrar suggesting the usual alternatives) Due in no small part to 
his loving care and attention and their sailing and cruising over the

Continued below



Shipmate D.G. Broom (continued)

the years in various boats he either built or bought and virtually rebuilt 
for the purpose, despite Mum�s failing health, they enjoyed a further 
forty odd years sailing together.........

For some their last ship was the always best.......Not for Dad, 
although he served at one time or another on board Battle ships 
to punts.......But he was a true Cossack to the last..

At Buck House he proudly showed the Duke of Edinburgh 
Cossack's battle ensign that he had salvaged after the 2nd battle of 
Narvik......   The D of E said " You nicked that! off my Father in Law.....it 
should be in the Naval Museum " as witnessed by my Sister, 
Dad's reply in the face of such authority was simply 
" When I am dead and gone, my son will follow my instructions and 
see to it, that together with my other mementos and documents it is 
made available to the Cossack Association!"
The D of E smiled and walked on.........

David Broom survived the sinking of L03 and was picked up by HMS 
Carnation.   He was one of those who re-boarded Cossack in an attempt to 
save her but was taken off just before she sank by HMS Jonquil.

Shipmate R.J. McLean

From time to time Bob would ring me from Fort Lauderdale in the 
USA where he lived.   More often than not there didn�t  seem to be anything 
specific he wanted to ask and I�m sure it was mainly that he wanted to chat, 
possibly with someone with an English voice.   He mentioned once that he 
had a cancer but it was being treated and he thought it going well.   It was 
still a shock to get an email from his wife Marilyn to to say that the bowel 
cancer had got the better of him and that he had passed away on 21st August.   
Marilyn subsequently sent me the following obituary which was published in 
their local newspaper, the Sun-Sentinel on the 8th September.

Robert James McLean of Tonbridge, England, husband of 
Marilyn Smith McLean, passed away on Augut 21st after a 
courageous battle against bone marrow cancer. Bob, you will 
be remembered on both sides of the "pond' for your years of 
service in the Royal British Navy and for the love of your 
adopted country.

Continued below



MAY THEY FIND A SAFE HARBOUR FOR EVER
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS (continued)

Now, a warm welcome to some new members who have joined us since June.   
They are:

S/M J.A. Saunders Able Seaman D57 1958 - 1960
S/M C.N. White Able Seaman D57 1958 - 1959
Miss P. Lavender Associate Member Daughter of Ldg.Stoker F. Nee 

(Killed in L03 23/10/41)
Mrs. J. Maby Associate Member Daughter of P.O. A.G. Saunders 

(Killed in L03 23/10/41)
Mrs. V.A. Harris Associate Member Daughter of S/M G.E.Philpott 

(D57 1945/46)
Mr. A.J. Harris Associate Member Son-in-law of S/M G.E.Philpott 

(D57 1945/46)

We hope to see you all at the next reunion.

Doug Parkinson
Membership Secretary

_______________________________________________________

LOOKING AHEAD

It comes to us all one day, passing over the bar that is.   We all hope that it�s

Shipmate R.J. McLean (continued)

From your start as a boy seaman with Ganges to your service 
aboard the HMS Cossack, you served your country with pride 
and honor. And from the day we first met you, it was clear that 
you had more knowledge about fixing and building things in the 
tip of your little finger than the rest of us had collectively. You 
will be missed by your sisters in England and Spain , and by all 
those who knew you from the British Legion. And, of course, 
you will always be in our hearts as a good friend, a loving 
husband, and an honest and dependable man.

Bob McLean, who served in Cossack as a Leading Seaman (UC1) in 
1955-56 joined the Association in 2002.   Our condolences were passed to 
Marilyn and the family.



later rather than sooner and, like so many things in life, we put off making 
preparations.   I�m not talking about those spiritual preparations in getting ready 
to meet your Maker.   This is much more mundane than that.

When Bob McLean died recently his wife, Marilyn, asked if we could provide 
her with information about Bob�s naval service as she knew so little about it.   
She wanted it to provide an obituary for their local paper.   As many of you will 
know, over the years we have asked for members to let us have copies of their 
Service Certificates so that we have such details on hand.   Unfortunately Bob 
was another one of those who hadn�t sent his in.   We could only tell her of the 
years he served in Cossack and what the ship was doing during that time.

If you haven�t sent in a copy of your S.C., please do so now.

Peter Harrison
Secretary

________________________________________________________________
REUNION 2010 - 9th to 11th April 2010

Wondering what Ken was talking about in his Chairman�s Chatter when 
he referred to �the diorama� or the J�ssingfjord Boards which will be on 
display at the next reunion?   

The Diorama is a model of the scene when Cossack (L03) went alongside 
the Altmark in 1941 to liberate the merchant seamen held prisoners.   It was 
commissioned by Ken Satterthwaite on behalf of the Committee and has been 
made for the Association by Philip Warren, a well known warship modeller 
whose exhibits are often to be seen at such as Navy Days.   The scene is based 
on that shown in the painting by Sir Norman Wilkinson.   Philip Warren will be 
attending the reunion and will be one of the guests at our banquet dinner.

The J�ssingfjord Boards refer to the notice board erected by the German 



occupying forces alongside J�ssingfjord to mark the spot where �British sea-
pirates� boarded the Altmark.   British airborne forces subsequently liberated 
the area and took the board into their custody.   It was double sided, so that it 
could be seen from either direction on the road.   One side eventually went into 
their museum at Aldershot (now transferred to the Imperial War Museum at 
Duxford).   The other side was given to Admiral Sir Philip Vian, who as 
Captain, had commanded Cossack during the Incident.   This board came into 
the possession of the Admiral�s daughter, Mrs. Elizabeth Keate, on his death.   
It will be on display at the reunion and will be presented to the RN Museum 
over the weekend.   Mrs. Keate, her sister Mrs. P. Thellusson and their husbands 
will be attending the reunion.

Guests attending will also include Lt. Cdr. Phillips, the Sea Cadet Area 
Commander, and the T.S. Cossack Cadet who is to be awarded the Admiral 
Vian Award for 2009.   You will remember that at our last AGM it was agreed 
to set up this award for the �most improved� cadet of the year.   We don�t yet 
know who he/she is but by our next reunion the unit will have made their 
choice.   The award will be presented during the reunion weekend.

News from IOW Tours is that to date 100 members and guests have 
booked in to attend.   That�s pretty good so far but we hope that will increase.   
Thank you to those who have booked.   If you haven�t yet done so, please do it 
soon.   If by any chance you haven�t received a booking form, please tell the 
Secretary, Peter Harrison.
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____
THE SKJELFJORD MEMORIAL

We are still awaiting news about the completion and unveiling of the Skjelfjord 
Memorial.   To some this will be an important event.   Eleven of the ship�s 
company were killed during the 2nd Battle of Narvik and it was just outside 
Skjelfjord that Cossack carried out their burial at sea.   Their names are 
remembered on our website.

It is expected that the unveiling ceremony will take place in July or August next 
year.   We are trying to get an idea of costs but in the meanwhile we would also 
like to find out how many would be interested in attending.   If you are, would 
you please let the Secretary, Peter Harrison, know either by letter or e-mail.   We 
would also like to know whether you are interested only if subsidised by a 
lottery grant or if you would still be interested if you would have to pay for 
yourself.



THE J�SSINGFJORD COMMEMORATIONS

In 2000 a number of us from the Association went over to Norway to take part
in the commemoration for the 60th anniversary of the Altmark Incident at 
J�ssingfjord.   We had a wonderful reception and were looked after royally by 
Finn Nesvold and other members of the local history group and the people of 
Sokndal.

Ten years on and in 2010 they will be commemorating the 70th anniversary of 
the event and some of our members are invited to attend.    This will take place 
over the weekend 27th - 30th May. 

As with the proposed Skjelfjord visit, we don�t know yet whether we shall get a 
lottery grant to subsidise travel, etc but we would be grateful if those of you 
who would be interested in attending the J�ssingfjord event would let the 
Secretary, Peter Harrison, know by letter or e-mail.   Please indicate if you 
would be interested whether subsidised or not.
_______________________________________________________
THE GERMAN INVASION OF NORWAY

At our reunion in April we were treated to a fine presentation by Geirr 
Haarr about  HMS Cossack�s part in the Norwegian war.   Geirr�s book, titled as 
above, has now been published by Seaforth Publishing.and should be able to be 
purchased through your local bookshop by quoting ISBN 9781848320321.   It 
can be purchased on line from Pen and Sword Books (http://www.pen-and-
sword.co.uk/? Product id=1946), priced �30.00.

A review of the book by Professor Patrick Salmon, Chief Historian for 
the Foreign & Commonwealth Office, says:

�I have read Geirr Haarr�s book and am extremely impressed.   In my opinion it 
is now the most authoritative account of the naval aspect of the German 
invasion of Norway. I found myself gripped by the narrative and by the human 
as well as the technical aspects of the war at sea.�
_______________________________________________________
A ROYAL VISIT

Staying with the Norwegian theme, Finn Nesvold was given the honour 
of escorting Their Royal Highnesses Crown Prince Haakon Magnus and Crown 
Princess Mette-Maritdiring for the first 40 minutes  of their 4 hour stay in 
Sokndal on 3rd September.   This was part of their official visit to the Dalane 
region, having arrived in J�ssingfjord in the Royal Vessel K/S NORGE.

They were evidently very interested in what Finn had to tell
them about the Altmark Incident.   They were also interested in the tie he was 

can be purchased on line from Pen and Sword Books (http://www.pen


wearing so Finn was able to tell them about our Association.

At the memorial alongside J�ssingfjord with The NORGE in the background

This  photograph is by courtesy of Jan-Ove Grastveit

CAN YOU HELP?

Does anyone remember Chief Stoker Joe Eva?   George Toomey met Joe Eva at 
the 8th Destroyer Association Reunion earlier this month.   George was very 
interested because Joe told him that he had served in both Cossacks, L03 and 
D57.   He took down his address and telephone number and passed them on to 
Peter Harrison.   However, calling the telephone number showed that it was not
recognised.   Then, attempting to find the postcode for the address in Jubilee 
Road, Frankley, Birmingham he found that no such address existed.

We would like to contact Joe, now in his 90�s,but evidently still very active, so 
if anyone knows anything about Joe Eva,  please let either Peter Harrison or 
Doug Parkinson know.
_______________________________________________________
SLOPS

Due to the death of the person who used to supply the round HMS Cossack 
Association lapel/brooch badges, our Slops Officers, Les & Jean Taylor, had 














